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Occupy SJSU: Protesters bring case to campus
by Jeffrey Cianci
Staff Writer

A group of demonstrators set up
tents on the lawn by the Tommie
Smith and John Carlos Statue outside
of Dwight Bentel Hall on Tuesday
in a show of solidarity with the Occupy Wall Street protests and similar
demonstrations across the nation.
Occupy SJSU currently consists
of four occupiers including members
from Occupy San Jose whose demonstrations have been constrained
by a rule that prohibits camping in
the City Hall Plaza.
Travis Storms, a participant in
Occupy San Jose, said campus police
have told them that as long as they
do not pitch their tents or establish
camping on the lawn they may occupy the lawn day and night. Storms
said Occupy SJSU has two un-pitched
tents they will use for storage.
According to Sgt. John Laws of
University Police Department, the
demonstrators can protest outside
DBH as long as they are not lodging,
which includes sleeping or establishing a campground.
Daniel McCormick, an SJSU student and participant in the Occupy
San Jose protests, said their occupa- SJSU student Daniel McCormick makes a sign for after he was unable to pay the final amount of his
student fees on time.
tion is separate from the one at City the Occupy San Jose State protest on Tuesday
afternoon.
McCormick’s
classes
were
canceled
Photo by James Tensuan / Spartan Daily
Hall.
“We’re in solidarity with Occupy
San Jose and Occupy Oakland, San Fran- lege, said the failed promises of employ- — we were promised everything,” he said.
cisco and Wall Street, et cetera, but we are ment after college has fueled his aggrava- “We went to school and we worked so hard
a separate movement,” he said.
tion, motivating him to join the protests.
for what we earned, but we still didn’t get
Jose Flores, an alumnus of Merced Col“We were supposed to rule the world it.”

Fine arts majors petition Dean for more space
Students gather more
than 500 signatures
demanding resources
by Jeffrey Cianci
Staff Writer

More than 50 animation and
illustration students marched
to Washington Square Hall on
Thursday, where they delivered a
petition to the College of Humanities and the Arts Dean Karl Toepfer in their effort to gain more
creative work space.
Senior animation major Michelle Ikemoto, who helped create
the petition, said a new room is
needed for graduating seniors in
the college’s Bachelor of Fine Arts
program, where they can work on
building their portfolios for work
after school.
According to Ikemoto, the BFA
program previously had a separate workspace where students
could collaborate with other
seniors and work on computers necessary for finishing their
work.

Shrunkenheadman Club president Hillary Bradfield
speaks to assembled art students outside of the Art
building on Friday morning. The crowd marched

However, this semester, that
room has been converted to a
general-use computer lab, which
Ikemoto said other students and
whole classrooms have made regular use of, rendering it useless to
BFA students until 9 p.m., when
classes in the building are over.
“The projects we are putting
together in the BFA class are
basically geared toward building a portfolio to try to be
recruited by studios,” she
View exclusive stories and multimedia at
said. “We’re kind of really
doing ourselves a disservice by not being allowed
time to produce the best
possible portfolio we can.”
With the help of the
Shrunkenheadman Club,
an organization of animation and illustration students on campus, more
t Twitter: @spartandaily 76˚
than 500 student signatures
49˚
f facebook.com/spartandaily
were gathered in their effort to receive a new lab
Spartan Daily
for the program, according
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Bradfield.
Bradfield said BFA stu-
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to Washington Square Hall to deliver a petition for
more workspace in the Art building.
Photo courtesy of Hillary Bradfield

dents currently rely on several
computers located in cramped
back portion of another illustration classroom.
“There have been a few times
where I’ve had a project due the
next day and I wont be able to
find a computer — those situations are very stressful,” she said.
Salvatore Criscione, a senior in
the BFA program, said the difficulty comes from a simple lack of
resources compared to the need.
“We have 53 BFA students but
only three computers to share,”
he said. “We need to be collaborative and critique one another
and when all we have is a small
cramped space and the hallways,
that’s very difficult for us to do.”
Ikemoto said while there are
several classrooms throughout
the Art building that are not being used, delivering an official
petition to Karl Toepfer, dean of
the College of Arts and Humanities, shows how many students
are affected by the classroom constraints.
The petition asks that he allow

the program to use an unoccupied
room in the Art building as they
had before, as well as furnish the
lab with computers and equipment necessary for building their
portfolios, Ikemoto said.
BFA student Christopher Lam
said a new workspace not only
serves the currently graduating
seniors working but also for the
next generation of animation and
illustration students.
“We figured it would take
a year for the (petition) to go
through, but it’s also for the underclassmen as well who in the
future will be doing the same
thing,” Lam said, adding that the
program has nearly doubled over
the last few years.
While the petitioners have received no concrete answer from
Toepfer, in a letter he thanked
them for bringing the situation to
his attention and told them he will
be meeting with faculty members
to discuss the issue, Bradfield said,
adding that Toepfer stated he was
surprised to see so many students
deliver the petition Thursday.

Facebook sends
reps to campus
to make friends

Investigating employment prospects,
tech talk marks social media giant’s
first ever venture into Spartan territory
by Peter Fournier
Staff Writer

If there’s one thing that Facebook wants people to
know, it’s that you can have more fun working for the
company than using the features of its website.
That was one of the messages delivered by a pair of
the social network’s employees to 84 job seekers during
“Facebook Tech Talk” in Clark Hall Tuesday.
“We’re here to recruit for our developer relations
team,” said Zhen Fang, a Facebook developer support
manager. “We wanted to come on site because we are located just 25 miles north and we thought it’d be a good
opportunity to hire some new grads and for internship
positions.”
It is the first time Facebook has formally attempted
to recruit students from SJSU to add to its 2,500-person
workforce.
Lisa Trikofski, SJSU’s program, event and meeting
specialist, said someone from Facebook came to her
just two weeks ago to schedule the event. She said most
companies schedule events like this three weeks in advance.
“They came to me and they wanted to do a tech talk,
and they wanted to do it quickly,” Trikofski said. “Luckily for them they were very accommodating to me because it’s very difficult to get a room at the last minute.”
Those in attendance watched presentations from
Fang and fellow Facebook employee Eric Osgood on
what Facebook is currently working on and what the
work environment is like at the company’s Palo Alto
headquarters.
Fang’s presentation focused on the company’s goals.
Facebook’s mission, her presentation stated, is to “give
people the power to share and make the world more
open and connected.”
Osgood discussed the benefits of working at Facebook, with his presentation describing the social network as having a “hacker culture.”
“If there’s any project you want to do, there is no red
tape, you’re allowed to do it,” Osgood said to start his
presentation.
His presentation also included a brief video with
Mark Zuckerberg and two other Facebook executives
that shared their experiences with the company and
their belief that the future at the company was bright.
Jonathan Ben-David, a computer science graduate
student, said the tech talk surpassed his expectations

SEE FACEBOOK PAGE 2

Facebook employee Zhen Fang describes to students how
companies are beginning to make their websites built
around people rather than just content at the Facebook
Tech Talk event for computer science and engineering students in Clark Hall on Tuesday afternoon.
Photo by Dorian Silva / Spartan Daily
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FACEBOOK:
Tech talk
showcases
life and work
at company
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and quashed any doubts he
had about the company.
“Facebook is a company
that is a big company, but
they think like a start-up,” he
said. “You have more option to
think out of the box. You have
more freedom, so that’s the
concept that I like.”
SJSU career consultant Jill
Klees said many students have
asked her about working at
various social media sites like
Facebook and Twitter.

“It’s a company that a lot of
students know of, so they are
very interested in it,” she said.
“For San Jose State to have the
opportunity to have Facebook
come to our campus, to come
to our students, is a great opportunity.”
Engineering graduate student Richard Yeh said he liked
what appeared to be a fluid,
flexible and free-form work
environment at Facebook.
“It really seems like they
treat their junior develop-

ers and interns well,” he said.
“They seem to treat everybody
well but it seems that they really build up people well and
give them both the freedom
and leadership to go where
they want to.”
Pin Chang, a senior computer engineering major, said
she likes what she heard about
Facebook’s open environment
and the amenities it provides.
“Everything they have
there is really awesome,” she
said.
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Yaakov Katz: Israel’s Security Needs
in a Changing Middle East
Spartans for Israel
Wednesday, Nov. 2
12 to 1:30 p.m.
King Library, 5th floor, Cultural Heritage Room
Growing a Garden City in San Jose,
presented by Jeremy Smith
Departments of Environmental Studies and
Communication Studies
Friday, Nov. 4
12 to 1 p.m.
Clark Hall 240
Disability Sport Expo 2011
Adapted Physical Activity Club and KIN 159
Sport and Adapted Activity Class
Monday, Nov. 7
4 to 7 p.m.
Spartan Complex 44B Gym

Geremias Romero and Carlos Gamez, both native-born children of
immigrants, pause underneath boxes of melons after a full day of

work. Both started working in the fields despite training in education and culinary arts. Photo by Alana Semuels / MCT

Dreams deferred: No work for graduates
Unable to find jobs in
chosen professions,
grads pick vegetables
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

With a Salvadoran flag
wrapped around his neck to
block out the sun, Geremias
Romero hunches low to the
ground alongside the other laborers, following the tractor
along rows of cantaloupes.
He reaches into the leafy
green rows of fruit, touches a
melon to gauge its ripeness, and
then tosses it into a cart, where
another laborer boxes it. Walk,
pick, toss. The pattern goes on
all morning.
Harvesting cantaloupes for
$8.25 an hour isn’t the job that
Romero, 28, dreamed of as a
child. Born in Newark, N.J., to
immigrant parents from El Salvador, he graduated from high
school and has taken classes at
the Art Institute of Philadelphia and Merced Community
College. He has experience as
a special education teacher but,
unable to find a teaching job, he
started working in the fields.
“I’d rather keep myself working than get in trouble,” he said,
wiping his hands on his ripped
jeans, stained with grass. “My
dad started from nothing. He
worked hard, so I don’t mind
working hard, too.”
Many young Americans are
finding themselves worse off
than their parents were at their
age, without jobs or working
below their skill and education
levels. The unemployment rate
for 16- to 24-year-olds is 17.4
percent, up from 10.6 percent in
2006.
The situation is even tougher
for children of immigrants, such
as Romero. Their parents paved
the way by working tough jobs
so their children could get an
education and secure their place
in the middle class. Now, with
middle-class jobs disappearing,
many children of immigrants are
settling for the jobs their parents
did, even if they are better educated.
“We’ve never had so many
American-born working in the
fields,” said Joe Del Bosque, the
Central Valley farmer who hired
Romero and other laborers like

him to pick melons. “Farm work
is usually the big step for some
people to push their kids into the
American Dream.”
They include Raul Lopez, 23,
who worked as a contractor for a
utility company during the construction boom but is now back
in the fields picking cantaloupes.
“We’re still struggling, so
we have to go where the work
is,” said Lopez, whose mother, a
Mexican immigrant, just passed
her U.S. citizenship exam.
Economists worry that this
lack of mobility imperils the
country’s productivity, especially since about a third of
American adults ages 18 to 34
are foreign-born or children of
immigrants.
“It’s a great waste of talent
and motivation,” said Alejandro
Portes, a Princeton University
sociologist who studies children
of immigrants. “Since this is a
growing population, the fact
that they find so many obstacles
to becoming productive citizens
represents a significant waste for
a knowledge-based economy.”
Only 47 percent of Americans think their children will
have a higher standard of living as adults than they do, down
from 62 percent in 2009, according to a poll done in May on behalf of the Pew Economic Mobility Project.
Concerns about the availability of a middle-class lifestyle are
likely to be a hot topic this election season. It has already come
up in such diverse forums as Occupy Wall Street and the Republican presidential debates.
About half of Americans
think the government does more
to hurt people trying to move up
the economic ladder than it does
to help them, according to the
Pew poll. About 80 percent said
the government was doing an
ineffective job of helping poor
and middle-class Americans.
“There is clearly a demand
among voters and working
Americans in general for Congress and the president to do
something bold to create jobs,”
said Catherine Singley, senior
policy analyst at the National
Council of La Raza.
In 2008, there were about 32
million people in the U.S. with
either one or two foreign-born
parents. They include a wide
range of educational and cultural backgrounds, but overall,

Career Center presents Drop-In Interviews
Career Center
Tuesday, Nov. 8
12 to 3 p.m.
Career Center, ADM 154
Sixth Annual Poverty Under the Stars
Cesar Chavez Community Action Center
Thursday, Nov. 10
7 to 9 p.m.
Tommie Smith and John Carlos Statue garden
Sign up by Monday, Nov. 7. Overnight stay is
optional.
Silicon Valley Innovation Challenge
Deadline to enter is Wednesday, Nov. 16
See www.cob.sjsu.edu/SVIC/ for more details

those ages 18 to 34 lag in reaching traditional adult milestones,
including leaving home, finishing school and entering the
workforce, according to a 2008
study by Ruben G. Rumbaut, a
sociology professor at the University of California, Irvine.
“If I had to update that study,
the situation would be much
more dire for children of immigrants,” Rumbaut said.
In the study, about 24 percent
of young adults born in the U.S.
to Mexican parents were high
school dropouts, compared with
11 percent of whites with native
parentage and 7 percent of children born in the U.S. to Indian
immigrants.
Even education doesn’t always help, as some of the fastestgrowing sectors in the economy
are those that require few skills.
Personal service and care jobs,
which paid an average of $25,000
last year, grew 27 percent over
the last decade.
Food preparation and service
jobs grew 11 percent. They pay
an average of $21,000 a year, according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics.
“A lot of families who felt
at one point that they were on
the solid rung of the American
middle-class ladder are slipping
and falling down a rung,” said
Sylvia Allegretto, a labor economist at the Center on Wage and
Employment Dynamics at UC
Berkeley.
Decreasing access to the mid-

dle class could especially imperil
economic recovery in states
such as California, Florida, New
York and Texas, where nearly
60 percent of young adults are
immigrants or children of immigrants.
“A key to the future of California — and to that of a nation
being transformed by immigration — will be how the rapidly
expanding generation of young
adults is incorporated” into its
economy, politics and society,
Rumbaut wrote. “For a sizable
proportion of the nation’s immigrant population, that access
is now blocked.”

Leadership Today: Social Justice Immersion
Leadership Retreat
Tuesday, Jan. 3 to Thursday, Jan. 5, 2012
Redwood Glen, Loma Mar
Applications now accepted through Nov. 3 and
are available in the Mosaic Cross Cultural Center,
Clark Hall 140, or at www.bitly.com/lt2012.
Participation is free.

SpartaGuide is provided to students, staff and faculty, free of charge. The deadline
to submit is at noon, three working days prior to desired publication date. Entry
forms are available in Spartan Daily, DBH 209. Send emails to
spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com titled “SpartaGuide.” Space restrictions may
require editing or exclusion of submissions. Entry is not guaranteed. Entries are
printed in order of which they are received.

Congressmen seek hearing for voter ID laws
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

WASHINGTON — Does requiring a photo ID to vote return
America to the days when poll
taxes and literacy tests made it
hard for minorities to cast ballots? Are state lawmakers trying
to make it harder for people to
vote?
Two top House Judiciary
Committee Democrats want
to know, and on Monday they
asked Committee Chairman
Lamar Smith, R-Texas, to hold
hearings on those laws, which
have been adopted or are pending in 37 states.
The chairman is reviewing
the request, and he had no immediate comment.
“As voting rights experts
have noted, the recent stream of
laws passed at the state level are
a reversal of policies, both federal and state, that were intended
to combat voter disenfranchisement and boost voter participation,” said Reps. John Conyers,
D-Mich., and Jerrold Nadler, DN.Y.
Conyers is the committee’s
top Democrat. Nadler is the top
Democrat on its Constitution
subcommittee.
They are concerned about
new laws in 13 states that they
say will curb access to the ballot box.
The changes require voters to
present government-approved
identification cards, curb voter
registration drives by third-party groups, curtail early voting,
end same-day registration and
overturn rules that give convicted felons who have served their
time the right to vote.
Twenty-four states are considering similar measures, according to New York University’s Brennan Center for Justice,
which issued a report on the
topic in October.
Others maintain there’s no
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evidence that a systemic effort
is under way to intimidate voters. Some maintain that voter ID
laws are popular and can help
boost confidence in the system.
“There’s not a great deal of
evidence of voter fraud” through
impersonation, said John Samples, the director of the Center
for Representative Government
at the Cato Institute, a libertarian research group.
Passing voter ID laws, he
said, is unlikely to affect turnout.
“There’s not much evidence
that requiring voter IDs will
change things or deter people
from voting,” he said, citing
other studies in recent years.
“When people are sufficiently
mobilized to vote, they turn out.”
Still, Conyers and Nadler
want the issue examined more
thoroughly.
The changes in state laws,
they contend, “raise serious constitutional concerns.” For example, they said, “requiring citizens
to expend significant funds to
obtain a photo ID to vote runs
afoul of the prohibition on poll
taxes.”
Poll taxes often were used to
intimidate black voters in the
South.
The courts, Nadler and Conyers said, also have ruled that
“elderly persons born out of the
state, persons with economic
limitations, homeless people and
even people with religious objections to being photographed
may be burdened by photo ID
laws.”
The Brennan study found
that more than 21 million people
lack government-issued photo
IDs. Hilary Shelton, the director of the NAACP’s Washington Bureau, estimated that onefourth of African-Americans
don’t have the proper documentation to meet ID requirements.
Critics of the voter ID laws
maintain that it’s the drive to
enact such laws is motivated by

partisanship, an effort to keep
supporters of President Barack
Obama away from the polls.
During the Bush administration, political appointees in
the Justice Department’s Civil
Rights Division aggressively
pursued positions on voting
rights laws that critics charged
were designed to aid Republican candidates by curbing the
turnout of Democratic-leaning
minority and poor voters.
The effort intensified as President George W. Bush’s popularity waned and the GOP risked
losing control of Congress in
2006, which it did. Charging that
election fraud was widespread,
the administration backed proposals to toughen state and federal voter ID laws that would
most affect these groups.
McClatchy reported that Karl
Rove, Bush’s top political adviser, alluded to the strategy in
April 2006 when he discussed
voter fraud in a speech to the
Republican National Lawyers
Association, highlighting the
importance of about a dozen
election battleground states.
A study issued last week by
the liberal People for the American Way Foundation concluded
that voter ID laws today have
similar motives.
“Their clear target is driving
down Democratic turnout and
installing in office people who
will do the bidding of the right
wing and their Republican allies,” charged Michael Keegan,
the foundation’s president.
Former Rep. Artur Davis, DAla., who lost a bid for governor
last year, argued otherwise. In
an opinion piece in The Montgomery Advertiser in October,
Davis maintained, “Demanding
integrity in voting in neither
racist, nor raw party politics.”
Davis, who was a member of
the Congressional Black Caucus, said he now supported his
state’s voter ID laws.
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A beam at the Recreation and Events Center construction site was painted in tribute to Percy
Chow, the iron worker who died from a fall at the site. Photo by Ken Ruinard / File Photo

Above: Recreation and Events Center construction workers dedicate
a beam to Percy Chow’s memory. Chow died from head and chest
injuries after a 70-foot fall from the roof of the Recreation Center.

Spartan City set to close Jan. 15, 1988

SJSU President Gail Fullerton announced the closure of the Spartan City
apartments a full semester ahead of schedule. Fullerton cited safety
concerns, as the compound did not meet seismic standards.

Two campus clubs demonstrate against prejudice

After being harassed, SJSU’s MEChA club marched in protest along with
the Asian Club to end racism and discrimination in the university.
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Quoth the raven:
Students gather for
third annual Poe Fest
by K.L. Perry
Student Adviser

Lights flickered.
Streetlights cast an eerie glow
on bushes, barren and gnarled
from new fall’s harsh breeze.
Passers-by slink through the
shadows outside the chapel like
ghosts, seen from the inside
only by tea lights adorning the
windowsills.
The wind blows and pews
creak with each movement from
an anxious audience.
This can mean only one
thing – it’s All-Saints Day
again and those who didn’t get
enough Halloween this year had
a chance to get a hefty dose of
Edgar Allan Poe’s spookiest
works read by some of the most
enthusiastic members of the
SJSU English department and
students.
The third annual Edgar Allan
Poe All-Saints reading, held at
7 p.m. in the Spartan Memorial
on Tuesday, is not meant to be
educational, said Ed Sams, the
event’s organizer and SJSU composition lecturer.
“It’s just fun in an English
department sort of way,” he said.
“We let Poe speak for himself, so
no sermon or lecturer need be
expected.”
This was good news to economics master’s student Laralyn
Murphy, who said she attended
the event by chance after seeing
a flier only 20 minutes before it
started.
“I like literature and Poe is
cool,” she said. “I just figured I
would come and maybe hear my
favorite Poe story, which is ‘The
Masque of the Red Death.’”

Murphy said she also enjoys
Poe’s poem, “The Raven” but
said it is hard to recite well because it’s so well known and almost cliché.
She seemed to enjoy Sams’
heavy Tennessee-accent laden
rendition of the poem though,
because through the applause
from the crowd of about 30,
she flashed a huge smile and a
thumbs up.
The event ran just over an
hour and showcased some old
favorites from the English department as well as some new
surprises, such as student readings.
Along with “Excitable” – as
mentioned in the program – Ed
Sams famed recital of “The Raven,” the audience also reviled in
the stylings of “Bone-Chilling”
Bonnie Cox reading “The TellTale Heart” and “Scary” Karen
English reciting “The Sleeper.”
New to the scene was “Eerie”
Emily Wood singing the poem
“Annabel Lee.”
Donning a red-hooded cape
made by “Stark-raving” Stacey
Lopez – who also recited Poe’s
“Eldorado” – Wood skulked
from the back of the chapel to
the front, her voice wavering
while turning the Poe poem into
an eerie a cappella song.
Wood, a sophomore English
student, said she was fittingly
nervous, keeping in mind that
as a kid she would read Poe’s
stories aloud at night to scare
herself.
“My favorite work is ‘The
Tell-Tale Heart,’” she said. “And
this was my first time ever reading ‘Annabel Lee.’ It was Ed’s
idea to sing it.”
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Students listen intently to Karen English, an English lecturer, read the poem “The Sleeper” at Spartan Memorial during the English
Department’s third annnual Poe Fest. Photo by Jack Barnwell / Spartan Daily

Also new to the event was
“Jittery” John Engell, Chair of
the English department.
He read Poe’s “The Bells,” in
substitution for Sam Maio.
“I really wanted to come tonight and I try to go to as many
English department-sponsored
events as I can,” Engell said.
“This was my first time attending this particular event and I
thoroughly enjoyed it.”
Engell said he tells his students all the time that reading
aloud is a special kind of reading, whether it is poetry or
prose.
“It’s a pleasure to hear students and faculty reading and
reciting the things that they are
teaching and learning,” he said.
Engell said he has taught Poe
many times and one thing he
really enjoyed about this year’s
event was the humor of Poe
shining through the readings.
“His stories of horror and terror are cut with tons of humor,”
he said. “And you would never
know it unless it is read aloud.
He has a wicked sense of humor
that Poe, quite literally.”

Ed Sams, an English lecturer, screams emphatically as he recites the famous Edgar Allan Poe poem,
“The Raven.” Photo by Jack Barnwell / Spartan Daily
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Which team has emerged as the biggest surprise this NFL season?
 COMMENTARY

Buffalo tops mid-season list
of Cinderella-like candidates

Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Michael Vick (#7) evades Cowboys’ defensive end DeMarcus Ware
(#94) on Sunday night at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. Photo by Vernon Bryant / MCT

 COMMENTARY

Philadelphia Eagles not flying
as high as the team’s potential
‘Dream Team’ no longer an applicable title
by Scott Semmler
Staff Writer

The biggest surprise of the
2011 NFL season is not that a
bad team is actually good, but
that a good team is actually
bad — which is the case with
the Philadelphia Eagles.
During the 2011 offseason,
the Eagles, an already elite
team in the NFC, acquired top

“

is doing dubbing his team
a “Dream Team” before the
season starts, I do not know.
But not many were arguing with him at the time —
that point did not come until
after a 1-4 start to the season.
Who knew that other NFL
teams would start paying attention to speedy starting
quarterback Michael Vick?
Or that opposing teams
would formulate their game-

The 2011-12 Eagles have
the biggest bull’s-eye on
their backs since the 2010-11
Miami Heat, who coincidentally were also proclaimed a
“Dream Team.”
We all saw how that
worked out for them.
By no means is the Eagles’ season over. In fact,
Philadelphia has a realistic
chance to make the playoffs
and do well there.

That may have caused this whole debacle
for the now very lowly Eagles team
— high expectations.

cornerbacks Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie and Nnamdi
Asomugha.
Add that to an already accomplished defensive core
and a high-powered offense,
and you have the makings
for a Super Bowl contender,
which they were named heading into the season.
Fast-forward a few months
ahead and the Eagles’ season
has not gone according to
plan, which you do not have
to tell any major media outlet
as they are covering this team
play-for-play and word-forword throughout the entirety
of this season.
Two of those words happened to be “Dream Team,”
which was so eloquently said
by quarterback Vince Young
after the addition of the exOakland Raider and lockdown defender Asomugha,
during the offseason.
What a backup quarterback with depression issues
and nothing but disappointment the last few seasons

plan around the electric wide
receiver DeSean Jackson?
Evidently not Las Vegas,
which planted the Eagles at
6-to-1 odds to win the 2012
Super Bowl before the season
started.
That may have caused the
whole debacle for the now
very lowly Eagles team —
high expectations.
An NFL franchise sets fire
to the offseason free agent
market by acquiring just
about every notable player
available, and one of its players dubs his team the “Dream
Team,” likening it to the 1992
U.S.A. Olympic basketball
team consisting of Michael
Jordan, Magic Johnson, Larry
Bird, etc.
Then the Las Vegas preseason Super Bowl odds were
released, and a very mediocre Philadelphia team from a
year ago is suddenly one of
the best teams in the NFL.
Can you blame other
teams for circling the Eagles
game on their calendars?

Follow
us on

Twitter!

@sjsusports

”

They have rallied off two
straight convincing wins and
seem like they have regained
some of their composure on
the field.
However, a 3-4 start to
their season is enough to call
them a surprise in the NFL.
No one realistically saw
this coming, and how could
they?
Their roster is one of the
more talented in the NFL
— and they own Vick, who
is one of the most versatile
quarterbacks in NFL history.
Things are slowly picking
up, but this was a team that
was not supposed to lose four
games the entire season, let
alone in the first five games.
We can talk about the surprises of the Detroit Lions,
San Francisco 49ers and Buffalo Bills having tremendous
starts to the season, but those
were far more likely to happen than the Eagles starting the season 3-4 after the
much-hyped offseason this
team had.

Buffalo Bills running back Fred Jackson just outside the outstretched arms of Kansas City Chiefs’ defensive end Allen Bailey at Arrowhead Stadium on Sept., 11. Photo by David Eulitt / MCT

by Danreb Victorio
Staff Writer

From the lifting of the summer’s leaguewide lockout to Peyton Manning’s careerthreatening offseason neck injury to the success of players like Auburn’s Cam Newton, the
NFL continues to satisfy diehard fans of the
gridiron.
Being at the
halfway
point,
there are a handful of teams that
have been surprisingly
successful
such as the Cincinnati Bengals, who
have had success with a stifling defense and a
shockingly dynamic rookie offensive tandem
in quarterback Andy Dalton and wide receiver
A.J. Green.
Then there are the Detroit Lions, a yearly
laughing stock, who seem to have hit their
stride with their progression of young talent,
especially in quarterback Matthew Stafford
and wide receiver Calvin Johnson. They even
roared off to a 5-0 start before losing to a certain bay area franchise — another surprise.
The San Francisco 49ers have turned heads
with rookie head coach Jim Harbaugh making play calls with the unfavored Alex Smith
playing quarterback, despite multiple calls for
Smith’s head by the 49er faithful and lack of
real practice due to the locked out offseason.
But these three teams aren’t the ones that
have surprised me the most.
Who expected the Buffalo Bills to be on top
of the AFC East?
Nobody gave this team any sort of respect
going into the beginning of the season.
While the same can be said about the Bengals, who I would rank second on my surprise
list, they already showed that there was nowhere to go but up with the drafting of their
two first-year playmakers.
Hardly anybody had any idea where the
Bills were going with their offseason transactions.

“

They lost a charismatic receiver in Terrell Owens. Big deal.
Quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick, running back
Fred Jackson, and wide receiver Stevie Johnson are
three offensive playmakers that have been making
names for themselves all season.
Before this season, all Fitzpatrick had been
known for was the fact that he went to Harvard.
As impressive as that is, that’s not a football
powerhouse. That didn’t
stop the higher-ups in
Buffalo from getting
him a new contract
worth $10 million a
year.
Jackson has overachieved his entire NFL
career, while Stevie Johnson is definitely the first
“Stevie” I’ve known to become relevant in fantasy
football.
Then there’s Buffalo’s hard-hitting defense,
which includes linebackers Shawne Merriman and
Nick Barnett, defensive tackle Marcell Dareus, and
safety Jairus Byrd.
Merriman was a sack machine with the San Diego Chargers before he got into trouble with steroids, but now he’s reviving his career in Buffalo.
Nick Barnett was a starter for the world champion Green Bay Packers who quickly fell out of
favor after a season-ending injury contributed to
turning him into a Twitter distraction.
Now, he’s having more highlights than he ever
did as a Packer.
Dareus was considered by many to be the best
defensive lineman in the draft, while Byrd has quietly been a great safety ever since getting drafted
by Buffalo.
The fact of the matter is Buffalo has been playing
good football, has good players, and now they’ve
become relevant for the first time since Doug Flutie
played quarterback.
Nobody gave Buffalo a chance because they
play in the same division as the New York Jets and
the New England Patriots, two perennial playoff
teams.
Now the Bills are looking better than both,
and they’ve already beaten the Patriots.
Take notice, Buffalo is for real.

Who would have expected
the Bills to be on top of
the AFC East?

”
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Best of reader comments from spartandaily.com
College is not right for pushes student debt reform, SJSU students react”
everyone, the military
is also a viable option Gov. Perry needs to
choose which issues
Not everyone should attend
college … some people are he will stand for
more adept at a trade.
Many young people can
earn more in the military,
right at the start, than they
will earn at a job after attending four years of college, and a
young person can take college
classes and obtain a college
degree while in the military.
Congress should do whatever is necessary to rescind
this and future Executive Orders from President Barack
Obama.
He uses Executive Orders
contrary to congressional intent and Congress is defaulting their responsibilities to
the United States and to citizens and voters by not acting promptly to reign in this
abuse of power.
Auntiecoosa, in response to “Obama

During a GOP debate last
week, Texas Governor Rick
Perry was asked about his
support of the death penalty
(Texas has the highest rate
of execution in the country).
Rick Perry was steadfast, saying, to cheers of support from
the audience, that he had
“never struggled” with the potential that Texas could have
execution of an innocent
person. At a June 2011 antiabortion event, Perry told
supporters that he believes
“human life (is) a sacred gift
from God.”
Can you be pro-life and
pro-death penalty? How does
one reconcile these positions?
A good saying is, “They speak
peace, but war is in their
heart” — it is as if they find

refuge in the belief that the
life of a fetus is more important than the life of a fullyconscious human being.
Ted Rudow III, MA. in response to “Political stances should outweigh political
views”

Nobel Peace Prize for
Obama considered a
premature decision
Barack Obama won the Nobel Peace Prize in a stunning
decision that honored the
first-year U.S. president more
for promise than achievement,
and drew both praise and
skepticism around the world.
But critics called the Nobel
committee’s decision premature, given that Obama has
achieved few tangible gains,
as he still grapples with challenges ranging from the war
in Afghanistan and the IsraeliPalestinian conflict to nuclear
standoffs with Iran and North
Korea, and now the war on

Libya.
The raid has further
strained ties between the
United States and Pakistan.
Both Democratic and Republican lawmakers are calling for a review of billions in
aid to Pakistan in light of the
revelation that bin Laden was
living inside a heavily fortified
compound in a wealthy Pakistani suburb.
Former Pakistani president
Pervez Musharraf criticized
the United States for attacking
the compound without Pakistan’s knowledge, calling it a
violation of Pakistani sovereignty.
“It’s very important to use
this defining moment, I think,
to rally the American people
and to remind the American
people that we are spending
trillions of dollars, billions every week, on this open-ended
longest war in American history and that we have economic priorities, economic
recovery, job creation priorities here in our own country
that this money can be used

for,” U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee
said.
We’ve got to remove our
young men and women from
harm’s way, and we’ve got to
really make sure that our presence in countries throughout the world does not create
more danger and more anger
toward the United States,
which, you know, diminishes
our national security.
Ted Rudow III, MA. in response to “WesSide Stories: Reflecting on the war in
Iraq”

Calling other schools
safety into question
does not absolve
problems in San Jose
Now that’s the kind of assets-based, community-driven
solution that moves our student community away from
pointing our fingers at other
places we don’t want to be
like and toward creating the

type of community we want
to have.
I echo “Grad Student’s”
concerns about Ms. Finden’s disparaging remarks
about Oakland: “At this
rate, San Jose will become
the new Oakland and our
university’s name will become
a joke.”
Her concerns about safety
are valid without needing to
imply that Oakland and its
institutions are “a joke.” Such
a statement detracts from Ms.
Finden’s more actionable conclusion that we should not be
afraid to come to school and
that we are a community that
needs to come together to help
each other heal.
Diff Grad Student, in response to
“Something’s wrong when school
doesn’t feel safe”

These comments have been
edited for style and grammar.
To view them in their original form, view the articles at
spartandaily.com.

Letter to the editor: Nature of our nation’s economy
For my money — what little
I have — I would have nationalized the banking industry rather than support it with over a
trillion-and-a-half bailout, but
we may yet have time to repent at leisure over our folly
in our inability to manage the
national economy.
Monetarists like Milton
Friedman’s own magnum
opus “A Monetary History of
the United States” clearly illustrates the inadequacy of the
ability of the Central Bank to
respond to emergencies like

the crash of ’29 or the recent
collapse of the entire financial
system and its institutions recently a few years back.
In point of fact, I want to
go on record saying that in a
recent series of unanticipated
events, I and my research (but
a humble historian of economic phenomena) have connected with senior economists
in the discipline, in particular
one John Lindauer, and to wit,
we have concluded we have
both converged on what seems
to be a massive course cor-

rection needed in Macroeconomic Theory over the issue
of the Fed — something I first
approached our local macroeconomist Marvin Snowbarger
about regarding such a possibility as much as almost 20
years ago.
Now, in a recent letter from
Noble Laureate Robert Solow,
he suggested I consider setting
our discovery of this massive
understatement to be found in
the Keynesian paradigm, which
may even make the monetarist
argument null and void, as a ar-

ticle for the professional journal — the “History of Political Economy.” I was humbled
by the prospects of setting a
new direction in the national
debate over the nature of the
nation’s economy and indicating as George Silgin said
here last week, we have only
been blowing “smoke and
mirrors” from the “Wizard of
Oz.”

“A little bit of insight”
by Nate Morotti
will return
next week.

Timothy K. Fitzgerald
Alumni Class of ’71,’80,’85,’97 (and
pending ’12)

Today’s Crossword Puzzle

@5GG=98G
Housing
SJSU International House
One block from campus.
US & International Students
Safe. Friendly. Homelike.
Intercultural experience.
Wireless Internet Access.
Computer lab. Study room.
Student Kitchen.
Assigned parking (fee).
One semester contract.
Apply now! 360 S. 11th St.
924-6570 or
http//: sjsu.edu/ihouse

Do not
:CF;9H
7@5GG=98G
5F9*:CF
GHI89BHG

Employment

Sudoku

CAMPUS JOB FOR SPRING
2012 SPARTAN DAILY DELIVERY
POSITION.
Student needed 6:30am8:30am, Monday-Thursday on
school days to deliver Spartan
Daily to campus newsstands.
Must have current driver’s
license with clean record and
be able to pass safe driving
online course requirement.
Student must be able to lift
bundles of newspapers. Living
on or near campus and classes
after 9:00am essential. Paid
training will be completed
before the end of this semester.
APPLY NOW! Spartan Daily
Business Ofﬁce, Dwight Bentel
Hall Room 203 Mon-Thur
10:00am to 3:00pm.
$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and
help create families. Convenient Palo Alto location. Apply

Previous Puzzle Solved

How to Play

Complete the grid
so that every row,
column and 3 by
3 box contains
every digit from 1
to 9 inclusively.
Check back daily
for new sudoku
puzzles and
solutions.

online: www.SPERMBANK.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products
or services advertised below nor is there any
guarantee implied. The classified columns of the
Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers
are not approved or verified by the newspaper.
Certain advertisements in these columns may
refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information. Classified
readers should be reminded that, when making
these further contacts, they should require
complete information before sending money for
goods or services. In addition, readers should
carefully investigate all firms offering employment
listings or coupons for discount vacations or
merchandise.

Food Service/Espresso Bar/
Host
PT positions in Sunnyvale
restaurant
Flexible hours $11.50 to start
Call Wendy at (408)733-9331

Call us at 408.924.3270
or
Visit us in DBH 209

ACROSS
1. Danger warning
6. Wonderland bird
10. Lower California
14. Sayings of Jesus
15. Scott Turow book about his
ﬁrst year in law school
16. Arabian Sea nation
17. Author Ezra located his
basset?
20. “Boston Legal” Emmy winner James
21. Manhattan neighborhood
with galleries
22. “Told you!”
23. Homer’s exclamation
25. Certain aircraft engines
27. Twelve
32. Brooks Brothers item
33. Saintly Philip
34. “Waiting For the Robert
___”
36. Lucy’s TV accomplice
40. Actor Nicolas hired a wise
guy?
43. Bolt and hitch
44. Golden Fleece-bearing craft
45. Terror group in “Mississippi
Burning”
46. Perfect start?
48. Shrinks’ appointments
50. Sways at high speed
54. Morse code sound
55. “Right you ___!”
56. Prison sentences
58. Bahamas hot spot
63. Noted ode poet defeats “A
Vision” author?
66. Concludes
67. Magma exposed
68. A la King?
69. “The Banana Boat Song”
word
70. ___ out a living (scraped
by)
71. Faucet problems

Previous Puzzle Solved

DOWN
31. Comes closer to
1. Yodeler’s range?
35. Provoked, with “on”
2. Shoe-tying maneuver
37. Seraph’s circle
3. Cuban water
38. Richard of “A Summer
4. Fruit covering
Place”
5. Coped
39. Contact or zoom
6. ___-wop (music style) 41. Certain ﬁshermen
7. Difﬁcult burden
42. Silk dyes
8. Words before “iniquity” 47. Lacking the skill
or “thieves”
49. Was an obedient doggie,
9. Passe
in a way
10. “Get off the stage!”
50. Like old mud on one’s
11. Tickle one’s fancy
shoes
12. Youngest of the musical 51. Gladiator’s venue
Jacksons
52. “Is the defense ___ to
13. Large part of Chile
proceed?”
18. Fresh alternative
53. Express aloud
19. How bears prefer their 57. Put away for a rainy day
wafﬂes?
59. Nostradamus, supposedly
24. Wyeth model
60. Bombay wraparound
26. Fast water transport dress
27. On a single occasion
61. Leave ___ (be a good
28. Patricia who co-starred restaurant patron)
in “The Fountainhead”
62. Finds a function for
29. As a result
64. General ___’s chicken
30. French seaport near
65. Small fry
Rouen
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The fondest memories have Mustangs in them
By
Jackson
Wright

For my 15th birthday my parents bought me the biggest gift
I’ve ever received, a 1965 Ford
Mustang.
The rainy night I first saw the
car was a few weeks before my
birthday, when after a meeting
I had with my Boy Scout troop,
my dad started taking different streets than he usually took
while heading home.
I pestered and asked where
we were going, but in his
signature goofy way, he replied
only with, “Oh, just somewhere,”
and I soon grew tired of asking.
We drove up a few dark
residential streets in Santa Ana,
Calif. near his work, the radio softly playing classic rock
songs to my anxious ears. I had
no idea where we were headed,
but his eyes gave away his excited delight, and I knew that
whatever it was would be either
amazingly fun or extremely
nerdy.
One of the cherished simi-

larities that I have with my father is our ability to become so
excited about one of our many
hobbies or interests.
Mine usually stay in the
limited world of comic books,
film and anything at all related
to Star Wars. His more refined
ones lie with World War II and
Civil War history, aviation and
refurbishing old cars and bikes.
It seems that we both can
gain near supernatural powers
when involved with one of our
passions, and in the many times
where our two worlds interact,
we are almost indistinguishable
from each other, operating at the
same level and knowing exactly
what the other one wants to say.
Stay far away when we listen
to public radio together.
So when I saw that twinkle in
his eyes that wet January night
I started to feed off of his feeling and soon the whole car was
humming with his boundless
excitement and my nervous energy siphoned from him.
What happened next, when
we pulled up the gravel driveway to a dark house, was something that I’ll remember until
the day I die.
As soon as he opened the
door, he spoke quickly, pull-

ing me up to speed on what we
were doing. For 11 years, his coworker had been storing the car
in his grandmother’s backyard
after the transmission went out.
There it sat, sunken in the
mud from the day’s rain for us
to visit and explore.
“It looked like a disaster,” my
father said. “It was laying on the
ground on the bottom because
the tires had rotted out, it was
just a mess when we first saw it,
but there was still potential.”
Together, we took in all the
information we could about the
car by pulling it open and cleaning the dark mud from the beast
of a machine underneath. He
determined the ’65 coupe had a
automatic 289 V8 engine, as well
as a rare front bench seat that is
not normally seen in that model
year.
As I took everything in, I
grew more and more excited.
For years my dad had talked
with me about instead of buying
a used car for when I learned to
drive, he thought it would be
fun to get an old car and restore
it to working condition instead.
That way the car and I would
be able to operate intimately.
Bringing that car back from the
dead would put me so in tune
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with its frame and parts that I
would be able to keep it in excellent condition.
I never thought that it was
something that would ever happen, let alone with one of my
favorite cars of all time. I was
shaking with excitement when
he told my mom on the phone
driving back that he thought
that we should make an offer on
the car.
He paid $600 for it and for the
next few weeks we worked feverishly on transporting the car
from its un-final resting place to
our home 20 miles away.
Each time we came to see the
car again we worked tirelessly
to get it ready to move, and it
would fight us at every turn,
determined to stay where it had
for the last decade.
Each and every one of its
bolts seemed to be rusted frozen, and when we changed the
tires, a different animal rose
from each of the four to defend
its black rubber home.
In the end of our struggle,
we managed to pull it out of the
mud and take it home, taking
pictures of the whole event in its
stages. Through that time I fell
in love with the idea of the car,
having something so exciting

that was just for me boosting
my happiness and excitement to
get it home.
Unfortunately that excitement died down over the years.
I got more and more involved
in activities curricular and otherwise, and the momentum of
service the car received slowed
to a halt. Eventually it shamed
me that I hadn’t worked on it in
so long and that feeling made it
even harder to get started on it
again.
I’m 21 now and the Mustang
still only moves from the garage
to the driveway, and never under it’s own volition. So after we
pulled it from the bog that night
in the rain it relies now only on
gravity or the concerted efforts
of three able bodied people to
get to the places it needs to go.
I’ve turned over the engine just once in the height of
my working on the car when
I was about 16, but since then,
it just sits there at my parent’s
house in Southern California, a
pale albatross that leers at me
each time I see it, thumbing its
chrome nose and chuckling to
itself quietly.
Sometimes I think of it a
symbol of a different path that
my life could have taken.

If I had just put more effort
into learning how to work on
it, truly embracing it as mine,
perhaps my life would just be a
little different, like in the famous
theory, a wing beat of a butterfly
causing a hurricane that makes
me a different person that has a
truly amazing car and functions
as a much better mechanic.
But that thought, as well as
the Ashton Kutcher movie it is
based on, is completely and utterly ridiculous.
The mustang is now my father’s. He plans to convert it
to a GT, painting it our shared
favorite color of dark blue with
a matching interior and pony
seats, maybe even putting in a
manual transmission.
To me, it is a symbol of our
relationship. It’s strong and
hardy, its resilience to be fixed is
as strong as the feelings and devotion that we have to each other. Though out of all the cars I’ve
owned, this car has caused us
the most trouble, the experience
of the car has been a great one
between me and my dad. It will
take a lot of tools and the both of
us working steadfastly together,
but I know that the first time it
fires up in the driveway, it will
be the two of us turning the key.
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Opinion Page Policy
Letters to the editor may be placed in
the letters to the editor box in the Spartan
Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room
209, sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, emailed to
spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com or the
Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, San Jose, CA
95192-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number,
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FACULTY AND STUDENTS ARE
IN THE SAME BOAT, AND WE
NEED TO STAND TOGETHER
Here’s a review of what’s
happened around the CSU
under Chancellor Reed:

263%

increase

The Chancellor has imposed
massive fee hikes since 1998.
Students have been paying
more for less.

Higher fees for students and poor pay for the faculty are two sides
of the same coin. Students can’t afford to learn and faculty can’t
afford to teach.
We won’t stop fighting the 263% jump in student fees since 1998.
We won’t keep quiet about increased class sizes, slashed outreach
budgets, and cuts to student services.
Fewer, overworked faculty means larger class sizes, fewer courses,
less attention to students, less time for advising and longer time to
graduation. In addition, when faculty are forced to leave the CSU
for better pay and working conditions, the reputation of the CSU
and the value of your degree are on the line.
Faculty and students both want the same thing, a high quality
education for students.

7%

increase

On November 8 & 9, faculty members on CSU campuses will stage
informational picket lines to demonstrate our outrage at the
Chancellor’s lavish giveaways to CSU executives, massive fee hikes
for students, and take-back bargaining proposals.
COME JOIN THE PICKET LINE!

There aren’t enough faculty to
teach students as the number
of instructional faculty has
increased just 7% since 1998.
At the same time, the CSU has
added more than 60,000 new
students.

71%

Increase
The Chancellor has embraced
an executive-first management
style. CSU campus presidents
and other executives have
received exorbitant pay raises
since 1998.

Join us in the fight to preserve quality education.
To learn more visit: www.calfac.org

